
The period following the last Annual
Mee ng in March last year was

overshadowed by the sad passing of
Brigadier John Hickman during the late
summer. He brought a lot of wisdom and
counsel during the forma ve years of the
PPG and will indeed be a hard act to follow.
We also saw the re rement of Dr Hywel
Morris at the end of December, he was very
suppor ve of the PPG and we wish him a
long and happy re rement. Dr Janet McGee
has taken over as Senior Partner, and she is
joining us in our delibera ons.
This mee ng is different to the usual
format.  We felt that the changes in how
NHS changes may affect our Surgery makes
the PPG ever more relevant and the
Commi ee will be working with the Surgery
in communica ng how they affect us as
pa ents and part of that is this mee ng
tonight.
We have reviewed what the PPG has
achieved since its’ forma on, how this has
changed and where we would like to go in
the foreseeable future. One of our main
areas of concern is the number of pa ent
representa ves on the commi ee. We
would welcome some more of you on board
so, if you feel that you would like to
contribute in any way, please have a chat
with me or any member of the Commi ee.
The PPG Charter has been updated to bring
it into line with the way we are now
opera ng. The most immediate change that
you may have spo ed is that we have
renamed the Steering Group and now refer
to it as the Commi ee. The review will
hopefully be completed in the near future.
The PPG will shortly be having its own email
address, so that you can contact us directly

on any concerns or other issues you may
have.
This year we aim to concentrate on trying
to reach out to specific groups of pa ents,
we are star ng with the Mother and young
baby group. Others will follow. Dr McGee
along with her colleagues is keen to
concentrate on An bio cs Use Not Abuse;
this kicked off with an ar cle in the recent
Newsle er along with a short survey. If you
have not completed one, please pick a copy
up before you have coffee, complete it and
leave it on the table when you leave.
The Fordingbridge Carer Hub con nues to
thrive as a source of informa on and varied
support for carers, co-ordinated by Sara
Winteridge and a team of volunteers -
mee ng dates are in the newsle er.
We have con nued along with the Surgery
and the Friends of Fordingbridge Surgery to
publish the Newsle er three mes a year,
which we hope is well received. I would like
to thank those of you who volunteered to
hand the newsle er out in the surgery last
month, this was very worthwhile, and is
something we will repeat in the future.
I would like to thank other members of the
Commi ee, Rosemary Hart who is the
Secretary; Sara Winteridge and Daphne
Himmel, and to those in the Surgery who
support us including Dr Janet McGee,
Michelle Raymond and Poppy Mouland,
without whose input we would be unable
to func on.
We now have a few minutes for general
ques ons and then we will adjourn briefly
for those who would like to get a cup of tea
or coffee, and grab a survey form and
return to hear from Dr Nigel Watson.
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